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ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF ISLAM ONLINE 

A Concise User Guide (2017) 

 

The Encyclopaedia of Islam Online consists of two sets of data: 

1) EI3, the third edition of the Encyclopaedia, which consists of all-new articles and which is updated 4 times per year, and 

2) EI2, the second edition, which was published between 1960 and 2005, and is now complete.  

Any search performed on the BrillOnline platform automatically searches both these sets of data.  

 

How to search 

There are two ways to search the Encyclopaedia of Islam Online: 

- the Simple search (default) 
- the Advanced search 

For a simple search, just type in a keyword in the text box at the top of the screen and click on the dark blue  search button to its right.  

Search terms can be typed in with or without diacritics, for instance Muḥammad and Muhammad will yield the same results, as will ʿAbdallāh and 

Abdallah. Composite names or terms can be entered in the search box by using “…”, for example “Abd al-Aziz”. This ensures that you only find that 

name and not all entries that include only the component Abd or Aziz. 

  

 

http://referenceworks.brillonline.com/browse/encyclopaedia-of-islam-3
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For an advanced search, click on ‘Advanced search’ under the dark blue search button. A new window will open: 
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In the top search box you can type in one or more keywords. With the dropdown menu to its right allows you can instruct the search engine to look 

for “all these words”, “some of these words”, or “this exact phrase”.  

 

You can also exclude keywords from the search by filling in the field preceded by the phrase “But do not search for”. 
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In addition, the user can widen the search by choosing a particular field (for example “African Studies”), which will search all Brill reference works in 

that publishing program.  

You can also limit the search to one particular title by using the dropdown menu next to “This title”.  

 

Search results 
After you have clicked on the search button, the search results are presented on the screen in a list. For each search result you will see: 
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- Title 

- Word count (in brackets under the title) 

- Name(s) of the author(s) 

- The first 100 words of the entry 

- Source (EI3 or EI2) 

- Articles in EI3 also list the year of publication 

 

The keywords used in the search are highlighted in the search results 
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In the column to the left of the search results you can filter the results if you only want to limit the search one particular dataset. 
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All clickable links are presented on screen in blue.  

You open an article by clicking on its title. If you click on the author’s name, a new search is triggered that offers all the entries authored by that 

person. Clicking on the source takes you back to the home page of that particular publication. 
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Illustrations 
Both EI3 and EI2 contain illustrations. In EI3 many illustrations are available in full-colour. You can enlarge them by clicking on the images.  
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Sharing, printing 

You can share (links to) the search results with friends with Facebook, Twitter, and email by clicking the icons to the right of the blue search button. 

You can also print an article there. 
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Aspects particular to EI2 

- q.v. 

Only in EI2 will you find the abbreviation q.v., which means that the word or name preceding it has an entry of its own.  

In the screenshot below, for example, it is used to indicate that in addition to the article on k̲h̲atma, there is also a separate entry in EI2 on k̲h̲ātam. 
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- Pilcrow sign: ¶ 

In EI2 if you hover over a pilcrow sign in the text a small text window opens offering a very precise reference to the print edition, for example (see 

below), vol. IX, page 639, first column. 

 


